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The following exercise puts in perspective how high the turbines will appear from
Craigville Beach, approximately 6 miles away from the proposed Cape Wind site:

Below is a scale view of an imaginary scene with the Canal power plant stack at 500
feet tall as if placed adjacent to the Sagamore Bridge (274 feet to top), and with a wind
turbine superimposed next to the stack. First, this image gives the viewer an accurate
scale comparison of the relative size of a wind turbine with these familiar structures.
The turbine blade tip in the upright position is 440 feet above the horizon and the hub is
246 feet high.

Perspective drawings are based on how the image of an object would look as viewed
through a transparent “Picture Plane” that is placed between the observer (you) and the
object you are trying to depict. To keep the concept simple, suppose you were
swimming in the canal, about 3,000 feet (about a half-mile) from this imaginary scene.
You are holding a piece of window glass at arms length (that is three feet) in front of
your eye. You may need a helper. This piece of glass is called the “Picture Plane”. Now
with one eye open, you trace the image of the Canal stack with a sharp grease pencil
as you see it, and outline it on the glass.

Holding a pencil or ruler at arm’s length (about three feet) is an age old method artists
use to capture the perspective of a scene. In this case you may see the tip of your
thumb holding the picture plane and you note the distant wind turbine is indeed about
the size of your thumb nail.
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