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Health Benefits

The Cape Wind project will greatly benefit our health. Since electricity cannot be stored
on the transmission grid, the wind power generated by the wind farm will reduce a like
amount of energy from fossil fuel generating plants such as the Canal plant in
Sandwich. With less fuel burned, polluting emissions will be diminished, eliminating
some 430 tons of nitrogen oxides, 1,600 tons of sulfur oxides' and 386 tons of
particulate matter®.

These pollutant concentrations are the root cause of health effects recognized in a
report by the Harvard School of Public Health®. The reduction of these pollutants in the
New England region will statistically eliminate®:

« 2 premature deaths every year

e About 32 emergency room visits

« 800 asthma attacks, and

e 5,500 cases of daily upper respiratory symptoms and other related afflictions

« A monetary impact of approximately $8 million dollars every year on healthcare
spending”.

Furthermore, the decrease of nitrogen oxides will reduce unhealthy ozone
concentrations thus improving the air quality of Barnstable County, declared by the
American Lung Association as having the worst air quality in the state®.

Overall, the Massachusetts Energy Facility Siting Board concludes not only is wind
power needed for reliability purposes, but also that “the air quality benefits of the wind
farm are significant, and important for Massachusetts and New England.””
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