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Manufacturers retool for wind power industry  
By: Sven Gustafson  

The state's manufacturing sector, 
struggling with a slumping automotive 
market, is angling for business making 
parts for the booming wind energy industry 
even as windpower generation in Michigan 
is in its infancy. 

More than 30 manufacturing companies in 
Michigan have picked up business making 
parts or providing design or engineering 
work in wind, said Dan Radomski, vice 
president of industry services for Detroit-
based NextEnergy. 

The financial implication is significant: 
Results from a recent survey indicate that 
meetings the alternative energy accelerator 
arranged with solar and wind companies 
such as General Electric and Siemens 
helped generate more than $100 million in 
new contracted business for companies 
across Michigan. 

That survey also found that companies 
who had successfully taken on work in 
wind stressed the need for others 
considering the field to do their homework, 
understand the market potential and the 
supply chain dynamics and know the major 
players. 

"These suppliers, they know who the 
OEMs and Tier One suppliers that they 
supply are in the automotive industry, but 
it's a whole new market when you're 
entering into wind," Radomski said. 

While it can be difficult for small suppliers 
to break into the business, not all wind 
energy supply chains are developed, and 
wind turbine makers "are constantly 
looking for new suppliers" in the U.S., 
Radomski said. 

One company benefiting from 
diversification is Three M Tool & Machine 
Inc. in Oakland County's Commerce 
Township. The company recently won a 
five-year, $7 million contract to produce 
gearbox housings and forward housings for 
California-based Clipper Windpower, an 
expansion of work already under contract. 

To prepare to meet its new production 
deadlines, Three M bought a 42,000-square
-foot building in nearby Wixom equipped 

with a pair of 30-ton cranes for $2.5 
million. It's spending $7.5 million on new 
milling and turning machines large enough 
to handle the massive cast-iron castings, 
which weigh 20,000 and 15,000 pounds, 
respectively. 

Co-owner Michael Medwid said the new 
facility and equipment will enable the 
company to machine the parts much faster 
than before. He anticipates a need for 
about 20 new workers over the next year to 
keep up with demand. 

"It's a lot different than automotive," he 
said. "We're forming basically partnerships 
with our customers where automotive has 
always been (a situation where) they really 
haven't been willing to partner up." 

Michigan has a little more than 55 
megawatts installed through wind turbines 
in the Thumb, in Traverse City and in 
Mackinaw City. Another 60 megawatts are 
currently under construction, according to 
the American Wind Energy Association.  

Much more could be on the way if state 
lawmakers, as expected, approve 
renewable portfolio standard legislation 
that would require that a certain amount of 
the state's electricity come from renewable 
sources.  
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There is a great deal of momentum building on both the state and the federal levels regarding the renewable energy sector. One of 
the most exciting parts of this sector is what is happening specifically with offshore wind energy. 

Recently I attended the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA) Offshore Wind Power Workshop held in Wilmington, 
Delaware.  The organizers had hoped to attract at least 75 participants; over 400 were in attendance.  They were astounded at the 
level of interest.  The broad and comprehensive agenda covered just about everything you would want to know about offshore wind 
energy from technology, regulatory climate, utility perspective; to financing, environmental assessments and understanding 
community acceptance. 

One of the most exciting panels was on the US Offshore Wind Collaborative (USOWC): A Conversation Among States Advancing 
Offshore Wind. The overarching mission of the collaborative is to address the technical, environmental, economic and regulatory 
issues necessary to catalyze the sustainable development of offshore wind energy in the water of the United States. 

A nine member steering committee with representatives from industry, environmental organizations, state programs, and academia is 
working to build on the foundation established through prior collaboration between Massachusetts Technology Collaborative 
(MTC), the US Department of Energy (DOE) and GE Wind Energy.  This initial effort produced A Framework for Offshore Wind 
Energy Development in the United States (2005) which is available at http://www.usowc.org/history.html 

Earlier, this past spring, New Jersey and Rhode Island launched a RFP process for offshore wind projects.  Soon we will be hearing 
which developers have been chosen to move ahead on their proposals and submit them for regulatory review. 

And finally the Department of Interior, Minerals Management Service, Final Rule will be published by the end of this year.  This 
will formally establish the framework for developing renewable energy sources on the outer continental shelf. 

Success will depend on many things but we see that the necessary level of engagement has begun and as the Framework states to 
"fully develop offshore wind energy's significant, economic, environmental, and energy security opportunities for the United States."  

Take care, 
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With the summer behind us, we can now begin to focus on what will be an incredibly important fall season for Clean Power Now, 
and all those concerned with increasing the development of renewable energy. With respect to Cape Wind, we are thrilled to report 
that by the end of this year, it is anticipated that all federal, state and local permits, determinations and records of decision should be 
in hand. 

Naturally, with the project’s opponents in possession of all the money their coal and oil business contributors can provide, we can 
expect, after Cape Wind’s permits are issued, a continuation of their stalling tactics as they attempt to litigate Cape Wind to death. 
We at CPN are extremely optimistic that the opponents will fail with their lawsuits, just as they have in their efforts to convince 
Cape Codders to oppose the project. 

Beyond Cape Wind, our members should know that CPN will continue to aggressively fulfill our Mission by “informing, educating, 
and empowering citizens to support viable renewable energy projects” all over New England and beyond. Cape Wind is truly just 
the first step of what will be many important necessary steps if we are to be successful in creating a sustainable energy future. 

Engaging citizens with outreach and education to build public support, and influencing elected officials with political advocacy is 
also something very important to the success of our Mission. While CPN, because of its non-profit status, can’t endorse any specific 
candidate, we can educate our members and others about the energy positions of the candidates so that voters can have all the 
information necessary to make informed decisions when they cast their ballots. 

While some in the media would have us focus on “lip-sticked pigs” we believe it is imperative that voters educate themselves about 
where the candidates, at all levels, stand on the many important renewable energy issues. Voters must ask and find out: Does the 
candidate believe that global warming exists; does the candidate believe we can “drill here, drill now” our way out of the energy 
crisis; or does the candidate believe that wind farms are good, but just not in their backyard, etc., etc. 

Before we vote this November, we should all know whether the candidates who want our support are part of the fossil fuel problems 
of the past, or supporters of a sustainable renewable energy solution for the future. 
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One 3-megawatt wind turbine replaces 
12,000 barrels of oil a year 

T. Boone Pickens, although very success-
ful at domestic oil production, is now 
championing wind turbines (see 
www.pickensplan.com). As an action to 
reduce oil imports, Pickens will build and 
operate thousands of wind turbines in 
Texas to generate electricity. These would 
reduce the amount of natural gas 
(currently powering 22 percent of our 
electricity generation), and that relatively 
clean natural gas can then be used to 
power vehicles. The end result will be 
reduced oil imports. 

In 1970 we imported 24 percent of our oil. 

Today imports approach 70 percent! 

One thing is sure -- imported oil costs a 
lot. Also sure is that wind is forever free. 
A large number of wind turbines, as other 
power generators, are costly to build and 
install, but their operation is basically 
automatic, controlled by on-turbine sen-
sors. Health, security, global warming and 
other benefits add to wind's economic 
value. 

U.S. wind power now produces electricity 
to meet the needs of 4.5 million house-
holds, and has grown exponentially, creat-
ing highly skilled U.S. jobs in manufac-
turing and operations. While Pickens's 
wind turbines will be installed in Texas, 
Cape Wind's turbines will deliver their 
benefits to our region. In one year a 3-
megawatt wind turbine produces as much 
energy as 12,000 barrels of oil. To reduce 
our reliance on foreign oil costing us $700 
billion annually, we should install wind 
turbines wherever the wind blows strongly 
and steadily. 

Jim Liedell, Yarmouth Port 
Letter to the Editor, Cape Cod Times 
September 18, 2008  

Market prices will dictate wind 
electricity price 

It is a myth that Cape Wind will double our 
electric prices.  Cape Wind will lower 
electricity prices and keep them low.  As 
the federal draft environmental impact 
statement (DEIS) by the Minerals 
Management Service (MMS) substantiates 
Cape Wind must offer lower prices 
because “The New England ISO bidding 
system has made the production and sale of 
electricity a highly competitive process . . . 
“.   If Cape Wind’s prices are not lower 
than other electricity generators Cape 
Wind will not be able to sell its electricity.  
Cape Wind’s fuel, wind, is free and will 
not be increasing. 

The MMS’s DEIS Appendix F compares 
the economics of alternative sites to 
Horseshoe Shoal.  When multiple factors 
were considered, including construction of 
the wind turbines, the cable to connect to 
the NSTAR grid, maintenance, and 
decommissioning, Cape Wind’s Horseshoe 
Shoal location is the least costly. 

Throughout history governmental 
incentives have encouraged new ideas to 
flourish.  George Washington promoted 
the road to the west - US Route 40.  
Abraham Lincoln supported the 
transcontinental railroad with government 
incentives .  Now our government is wisely 
endorsing healthy, nonpolluting alternative 
energy sources including Cape Wind. 

Richard Wolf , Brewster 
Letter to the Editor, Cape Cod Times 
September 1, 2008  

Wolf showed courage in supporting 
Cape Wind 

Occasionally, but very rarely, commu-
nity leaders are able to admit they were 
wrong.  

One such person is Dan Wolf, chief ex-
ecutive officer and founder of Cape Air/ 
Nantucket Airlines, the largest independ-
ent regional airline in the United States. 

Once one of Cape Wind’s opponents, 
Wolf now, after all the studies and evi-
dence are in, and after a trip to Denmark 
to observe the offshore wind farm at 
Horns Rev, agrees with the FAA that 
Cape Wind will not have a negative im-
pact on air navigation and should be 
built.  

For his courage and inspiration, Wolf 
received Clean Power Now’s Annual 
Distinguished Community Leader 
Award, presented last Thursday at the 
organization’s annual meeting.  

Wolf was honored because he did what 
every elected official and business leader 
should have done.  He based his opinion 
on science and engineering as opposed 
to hyperbole and speculation, and only 
then decided that his concerns about the 
impacts of fossil-fuel consumption on 
our health, climate, and national security 
warranted the placement of Cape Wind 
on our precious Horseshoe Shoals in 
Nantucket Sound.  

How fortunate we would be if we had 
more community leaders like Dan Wolf.  

Richard Elrick , Mashpee 
Letter to the Editor, Cape Cod Times 
August 19, 2008  

����(	�	��
/	��	/���	
�$(�����	����(	�	��
/	��	/���	
�$(�����	����(	�	��
/	��	/���	
�$(�����	����(	�	��
/	��	/���	
�$(�����	
(�����	��																																		(�����	��																																		(�����	��																																		(�����	��																																		

.�������5�(���
�.����.����		.�������5�(���
�.����.����		.�������5�(���
�.����.����		.�������5�(���
�.����.����		
���	.��((	
�$(���	��	��	���	����						���	.��((	
�$(���	��	��	���	����						���	.��((	
�$(���	��	��	���	����						���	.��((	
�$(���	��	��	���	����						

��.�(�����"��.�(�����"��.�(�����"��.�(�����"	 			����	)��$���	��	������	��.���	��(���6	������	

���
��	

���
���

�	�
��(

���
	7

���
���

	



������� ���������	�

"���'�������� ����(����������	��'������	�

�� ��
)*+����������	��������,���-����

Clean Power Now is planning another trip to see the world’s largest offshore wind farms! 

In May 2009, we will visit an offshore wind farm in England as well as the Nysted offshore wind 
farm in Denmark.  Those who went on our last trip enjoyed the boat trip out to see the turbines up 
close and personal.  Here is a condensed itinerary: 

 April 30 - Evening departure from Logan Airport on Icelandair. 

 May 1   - Arrive Heathrow Airport, London. Transfer by chartered bus to Whitstable. 

 May 2   - Boat tours to the offshore windfarm at Kentish Flats. 

 May 3   - Travel by chartered bus from Whitstable to Harwich. 

 May 4   -  Arrive Esbjerg, Denmark. Travel to Blåvand to see Horns Rev from the beach. 

 May 5   - Visit the Siemens nacelle and blade factories. 

 May 6   - Train from Esbjerg to Nysted. View the Nysted wind farm from the beach. 

 May 7   - Boat tours to the Nysted offshore wind farm. 

 May 8   - Train from Nysted to Copenhagen Airport. Return to Boston on Icelandair. 

If arranged in advance, you may prolong your stay in Europe for up to a total of 21 days. The return flight can be from Copenhagen, 
or any other European city served by Icelandair. 

The estimated cost for the April 30 - May 8 trip is $2100 double occupancy. The supplement for single occupancy is $500. To 
receive a copy of the detailed two page itinerary, call the group leaders, Dorte & Bill Griswold, at 508-771-1449, or e-mail them at 
dortebill@comcast.net. A minimum group size of 25 participants is required. Reserve your spot by Monday, December 1st. Payment 
will not be required until early in 2009. 

This summer has proven to be a very interesting time in the world of energy in the United States.  Between presidential candidates’ 
energy proposals, T. Boone Pickens’ aggressive plan to move our country towards independence from foreign oil, and the recent 
advancements in the offshore wind sector, it seems as though everyone is paying attention to energy. 

For groups around the country working to organize their communities around energy and environmental issues, this is a busy and 
exciting time.  Since the beginning of June, the CLEAN network has grown from the initiating 15 organizations to about 70 groups 
all working to create a nationwide network of support for each others’ efforts. 

Recently, the power of this nationwide collaboration was called upon to save one of the last mountains left intact in the Coal River 
Valley of West Virginia.  A few weeks ago, Massey Energy announced they would be blasting and mining over 6,000 acres – almost 
ten square miles - of the mountain by means of mountaintop removal coal mining.  In addition to the mountain’s cultural and 
environmental significance, studies show that the site is an ideal place for a wind farm.  The mountain has enough wind potential to 
provide electricity for 150,000 homes and would also generate 50 well-paying, permanent jobs in the area.  This shift from the 
destructive practice of coal to the construction of clean, green wind turbines is exactly the sort of future the members of CLEAN 
envision for the United States. 

Massey Energy’s plans to begin the blasting were subtly disclosed 12 days before the intended start date.  CLEAN found out about 
the plans just days before the mountain was slated to be destroyed and immediately sprung into action.  Through strategic media 
approaches and email blasts to  members of the CLEAN network, over 9,000 emails and hundreds of phone calls flooded  Governor 
Manchin’s office in West Virginia within a matter of days.  In the midst of all the attention focused on the blasting, the Department 
of Environmental Protection discovered Massey had not secured all the necessary permits and the blasting was put on hold.  

Coal River Mountain is not out of the woods yet, but because of the strength of all the grassroots organizations that rallied to stop 
the blasting, the mountain has another chance at survival.  As the CLEAN network continues to grow, we will be called upon to 
support local efforts around the country that will move us towards a clean energy future.  To watch the video that was distributed 
about Coal River Mountain and for more info on CLEAN, please visit www.theCLEAN.org. 
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The Annual Meeting of Clean Power Now 
(CPN) was held at the Hyannis Golf Club 
on August 14th, attended by 85 members.  
President Dick Elrick said CPN had a good 
year and we are becoming very involved in 
additional renewable energy projects.  
2008 is CPN’s fifth anniversary; we have 
engaged tens of thousands of members, 
media, organizations, politicians and the 
general public in discussions about Cape 
Wind’s benefits. We are confident that 
federal, state and local permits will be 
obtained early in 2009. The most recent 
survey showed support for Cape Wind 
reached a new high – 86% statewide, and 
74% on the Cape and Islands.  Longer 
range, CPN will advocate for other local, 
regional and national renewable energy 
projects which can benefit from CPN’s 
grassroots organizing expertise, 
fundraising capability, technical resources 
and outreach skills.   

The business part of the meeting included 
reports from Treasurer Rich Wolf and 
Secretary Jim Liedell. Financial highlights 
from Rich included: CPN annual revenue 
grew from $35,340 in 2003 to $317,000 
budgeted in 2008; source of funds is 58% 
from Grants and 42% from individuals; 
and spending includes 55% for personnel 
and 38% on programs. Jim asked for 
confirmation of renewal of 3-year Director 
Terms through 2011 for Charles 
Cummings, Richard Elrick, Charles 
Kleekamp and Christopher Stimpson – this 
was approved unanimously.  Jim then 
summarized Bylaws changes prepared by 
the Bylaws Committee: these replace the 
previously revised March 2006 Bylaws, 
and were approved by the Board of 
Directors on July 8th. The newly revised 
Bylaws were approved unanimously.  

Jennifer Filiault, Field Organizer, 
summarized her activities for CPN and 
Citizens Lead for Energy Action Now 
(CLEAN). She highlighted the negative 
impacts of coal and other fossil fuels, and 
U.S. greenhouse gas emissions causing 

global warming.  Burning coal is the worst 
polluter, and mountain-top removal coal 
mining techniques are destructive, pollute 
streams and spread disease.  Jen described 
wind power’s large potential, particularly 
along both U.S. coasts and from Texas 
north.   

Executive Director, Barbara Hill, then 
recognized Chelsea Harnish, CPN’s 
longest standing employee, for her 
excellent work as CPN Membership 
Coordinator and Development Associate; 
Chelsea and her husband Chris are moving 
to Richmond, Virginia in October.  

Sarah Cote received the Outstanding 
Volunteer of the Year Award.  Summer 
interns Abriel Ferreira and Sarah 
Greenberg were also recognized.  Jim 
Liedell received the Dedicated Board 
Member Award.  

Chuck Kleekamp introduced Dan Wolf, 
who received CPN’s Outstanding 
Community Leader Award.  Dan 
described how, as a “knee jerk reaction”, 
knowing little factually about the Cape 
Wind project, he originally opposed it.  But 
after detailed investigation, including a trip 
to Denmark to see operating offshore wind 
turbines, Dan decided to support the 
project.  President of several 
regional/international airlines, Dan 
believes wind power 
has tremendous growth 
opportunities, and they 
must be pursued 
without delay.  

Jim Gordon, President 
of Cape Wind, thanked 
CPN for our work in 
researching and 
providing factual 
information about Cape 
Wind.  Jim then gave a 
current update on the 
Cape Wind project.  
Despite the long (7 
years) and costly effort 

to get Cape Wind approved, he is still 
dedicated to providing offshore wind 
powered electricity to Cape Cod and the 
area. Jim said many successes have been 
achieved and we are fighting for a better 
energy future. 

Director Bill Griswold introduced the 
principal speaker, Matt Pawa, of The 
Law Offices of Matthew Pawa, PC, 
Newton, Massachusetts.  Matt represents 
CPN as friendly intervener in certain 
legal cases regarding the Cape Wind 
project.  Matt described his background 
in global warming issues and protecting 
the environment. He summarized the 
Energy Facilities Siting Board process 
for reviewing Cape Wind’s appeal of the 
Cape Cod Commission’s negative ruling 
- Matt expects a positive result in 
October.  The rest of Matt’s presentation 
and responses to questions provided a 
fitting finale to the meeting. 
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Jackson-based Consumers Energy has already 
cobbled together more than 20,000 acres in 
easements for locating future wind farms, 
which would each require about 30 to 40 wind 
turbines on 3,000-acre parcels. Preliminary 
studies show that those wind farms would 
create thousands of new construction jobs and 
hundreds of new operation jobs, to say 
nothing of manufacturing work, said Dennis 
Marvin, a communications director for the 
utility. 

For now, much of the work in utility-scale 
turbines is coming from outside the state. 
Pittsburgh-based Allegheny Technologies Inc. 
is spending $15 million to upgrade a foundry 
in Alpena to cast and machine large iron hubs 
and baseplates for large wind turbine makers 
based in the U.S. and Europe. The project, 
which last year won state and local tax 
incentives worth about $3.4 million, is 
expected to create 150 jobs. 

"It's an interesting transition story," said 
company spokesman Dan Greenfield. "It was 
a company that was in the automotive 
business, (the foundry was) vacated and then 
from there we bought the facility and we've 
been upgrading the facility."  

The plant will double production capacity for 
subsidiary ATI Casting Service, he said. "We 
have another facility in La Porte, Ind. that 
reached maximum capacity and we needed 
another facility very rapidly as demand from 
the wind energy market grows. The Alpena 
facility was kind of ideal to make that 
transition," Greenfield said.  

In Albion, Patriot Solar Group, a spinoff of a 
company that makes parabolic satellite dishes, 
is manufacturing photovoltaic collectors, PV 
panels, mounting systems and frames. And 
Ann Arbor-based Danotek Motion 
Technologies LLC plans a move to a larger 
facility in Plymouth, where it will 
manufacture variable-speed permanent magnet 
generators for use in wind turbines. The new 
facility is expected to eventually employ 141. 

While the upfront expenses for retooling have 
been considerable for Three M, Medwid said 
it's been worth it. 

"I think we have the potential to get as much 
business as we can do for the foreseeable 
future," he said 

This piece was excerpted from the September 18, 2008 
edition of the Oakland Business Review. 

Clarification: In the previous “Blowing in the Wind” column on the new wind 
turbine at Coonamessett Farm, we would like to clarify that the farm’s greenhouses 
will not be heated by electricity.  We would also like to note the wind turbine was 
installed by Clean Energy Design.  Tom Wineman, owner of Clean Energy Design, 
designed the tower’s tilt-down capability to simplify maintenance. 

The Army and Air Force will use 
electricity generated by wind turbines to 
promote sustainable remediation in the 
cleanup of contaminated ground water at 
the Massachusetts Military Reservation 
(MMR).  Their two key objectives are to 
save taxpayer dollars by reducing the 
cost of the electricity powering the 
equipment used to purify contaminated 
ground water, and 
to reduce airborne 
contaminants 
discharged from 
fossil-fueled 
electric plants. 
The second 
objective became 
important after 
studies 
determined that 
harmful emissions 
from fossil-fueled 
plants now 
producing this 
electricity 
exceeded the 
ground water 
contaminants 
removed! 
The new Army 
program is on an 
especially fast 
schedule. Paul Nixon, Kristina Curley 
and others on the Army team are 
working to install two wind turbines 
totaling 1,200 kilowatts capacity by mid 
to late-2009, replacing much of the fossil
-fueled electricity now used for ground 
water cleanup.  With wind speeds of 15 
mph, the installed cost of the wind 
turbine will be paid off in about 8 years.  
Electricity used to clean up groundwater 
now costs $450,000 annually. 

The Air Force already had a project 
with similar objectives underway.  
Project Manager Rose Forbes said they 
ordered a 1,500 kilowatt Fuhrlander 
wind turbine in October 2007, which 
when mounted atop an 80 meter tall 
tower, places the top tip of rotating 
blades 389 feet above the ground. The 
turbine will reduce electricity 

purchased and 
associated air 
emissions for Air 
Force 
groundwater 
cleanup by 
approximately 
30%; it will be 
located in the 
southwest corner 
of MMR to 
benefit from the 
prevailing south/
southwest winds 
coming from 
Buzzards Bay. 
The Air Force 
operates 8 
treatment plants 
on the base, 
using granulated 
carbon to purify 
16 million 

gallons of groundwater daily.  Over six 
million pounds of carbon dioxide and 
other harmful air emissions will be 
eliminated annually by this wind 
turbine.. 
These MMR Air Force and Army teams 
are setting a good example.  Others can 
similarly benefit by locating land wind 
turbines by the sea where the wind is 
strong and steady. 

Continued from page 1... 
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Charley Cummings graduated from Brown 
University and currently works as a 
consultant for the Monitor Group in 
Cambridge, MA. A public policy major at 
Brown, Charley wrote a dissertation 
comparing the regulatory and consents 
process for offshore wind in the UK with 
that of the US, while studying abroad at the 
London School of Economics. His previous experience 
includes working for a Member of the House of Commons in 
the British Parliament, helping to manage a summer camp in 
Brewster, and various political campaigns. He is involved with 
Clean Power Now because he believes that young people must 
be engaged in the effort to embrace sustainable and renewable 
energy sources, for it is they who will feel the effects of 
decisions made today. 

Thank you Charley for all of the hard work and effo rt you 
have put into Clean Power Now.  As the Chair of the  

Fundraising Committee, CPN has reached new levels o nce 
believed to be unattainable.  THANK YOU! 

This fall, the US Department of 
Interior will issue the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement for 
Cape Wind. Soon after, the Record 
of Decision will be made, and Cape 

Wind will be awarded its permit. 
Join us in sending a message to 
Dept. of Interior Secretary Dirk 

Kempthorne:  
"We support the process and we 

support Cape Wind." 

Visit www.cleanpowernow.org 
today to sign your letter of 

support!  

Roughly seventeen million dollars a month, $200 million a year or 1.5 cents per kWh is what we are being charged to keep the Canal 
Power plant in operation even though it can't be justified economically.  The Independent Service Operator of New England (ISO) 
has ordered the Canal Power Plant to continue to operate even though oil is so expensive that the plant can't compete with other 
electricity providers.  ISO says it's only needed to provide reliability to the transmission system six months out of the year. 

It's an incredible lack of forethought on the part of ISO NE and our utility grid owner, NStar.  It is a ridiculous policy that must be 
changed and that is why Senator O'Leary and I are intervening in the case brought by the municipal utilities against ISO at the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  But it serves to illustrate a much broader perspective on energy.  We could be spending all 
that money to make ourselves energy independent.   

Do you have any idea what we could do to make our homes, businesses and towns more energy efficient for $18 million a month?  
In a year's time every town in the Cape Light Compact could get a wind turbine to power their municipal needs.  We could radically 
insulate thousands of homes on Cape Cod to reduce their heating and cooling energy needs by 80 percent or more.  We could begin 
to put a photovoltaic array and a solar hot water system on every south facing roof on Cape Cod or we could install generating units 
at every hospital, school and nursing home to run when we are at peak load during the hottest summer months.  That's what 1.5 cents 
per kWh will get you and that's what you are paying now to get more pollution from the Canal Power plant. 

We could significantly reduce our energy requirements in ten years with that kind of money.  Is it possible you ask?  Not only is it 
possible but it may be the only thing that keeps us from returning to the pre industrial/fossil fuel era without an inordinate amount of 
human suffering. 

So, what can we do to prepare for the future?  We can decide to continue to pay a portion of the 1.5 cents per kWh after the Canal 
Power Plant is shut down.  We can then use it to make ourselves less dependent of fossil fuels.  

The Cape Light Compact can be the vehicle or agency to help us do it.  What do you think?  Is it worth the effort?  Or, should we 
just sit back to see what happens?  Write me to let me know what you think at: Rep.MatthewPatrick@hou.state.ma.us 

Legislative hearings on energy solutions may be held this fall.  Check our website at    
www.cleanpowernow.org for details. 
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Clean Power Now recently began producing a new TV series titled 

“The Vision”, for viewing on Cape Cod area Public Access channels. 

Riding on the wave of success from our first show, our current show 
being broadcast through October, features host Jim Liedell, with 

guests, Diana Duffley of Hyannis Country Garden Nursery, Paul 

O’Keefe, Director of Facilities at Mass. Maritime Academy, and Dan 

Webb, President of Notus Clean Energy discussing the sometimes 
tedious process for land based turbine permitting. 

Our next show will air in November and December, featuring host 
Dick Elrick with guests Dorte and William Griswold, and Greg 

Watson, Senior Advisor, Mass. Executive Office of Energy & 

Environmental Affairs. The focus of this show will be the European 

experience with offshore wind turbines. Greg Watson recently toured 
England’s offshore wind farms, and Dorte and Bill Griswold are very 

familiar with Danish wind farms. 

Please check your local public access station for “Clean Power Now - 

The Vision” broadcast dates and times. Starting in mid-October, the 

shows will also be available on our website. 
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Upcoming political forum: "Voting Energy"  

Candidates running for office will discuss solutions to our 
energy crisis.  It will be held on Tuesday, October 28, from 
7-9 pm at Cape Cod Community College, Lecture Hall A in 
the Science Building, co-sponsored by CIRenew, WCAI and 

the CCCC Environmental Technology Program.  Visit 
cirenew.org for more information.  


